
 

 

 

 

Guidance note 

Approval to flow personal confidential data to 
support defined commissioning purposes from 
the HSCIC to commissioning organisations has 
been partially and conditionally approved until 
October 2013. 
 
The Secretary of State for Health , after receiving advice from the Confidentiality Advisory 
Group (CAG), has approved an application by NHS England for Section 251 support to 
transfer data from the Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC) to commissioning 
organisation Accredited Safe Havens (CAG 2-03(a)/2013). 
 
For the purposes of this section 251 support Accredited Safe Havens (ASH)s are 
commissioning bodies who provide evidence of completion of level 2 of the Information 
Governance Toolkit or have a suitable robust improvement plan with timely deadlines to 
bring them up to a level 2. There must be a data sharing agreement in place and a signed 
data sharing contract.1 
 
Proposals for ASHs were set out in the Caldicott Review as an accredited organisation, or 
designated part of an organisation, which is contractually and legally bound to process data 
in ways that prevent the identity of individuals from being identified. An Accredited Safe 
Haven may process data that is only weakly pseudonymised, this means the data has the 
potential to identify an individual if handled outside the controls of the ASH environment. 
Weakly pseudonymised data may contain the NHS number or the postcode, which on its 
own will not directly identify the individual, but outside of the controls of the ASH would make 
the data identifiable. 
 
Organisations should note that the final details of the accreditation process for ASH are yet 
to be approved and therefore there will be additional requirements they need to meet.  
 
The approval has been given subject to conditions until October 2013 at which point NHS 
England can provide a report for consideration to CAG to identify the requirements for 
continuing and or amended support. This is being requested as the landscape is changing 
and it is anticipated that work will be underway to reach an ‘end state’ that reduces the need 
to process and handle personal confidential data. 
  

                                                 
1
 HSCIC have a data sharing contract with NHS England who then flow a data sharing agreement with Commissioning 

Support Units. 

Clinical Commissioning Groups must have a data sharing contract with the HSCIC. 



 

 

 

 

 
The approval covers the outbound flow of the data and extracts from the HSCIC to 
Accredited Safe Havens (ASHs) to support commissioning purposes, detailed below:  
 

 Admitted Patient Care 

 Accident & Emergency 

 Waiting List 

 Critical Care 

 Augmented Care Periods 

 Mental Health 

 Care Activity and Future Care Activity (the latter covers outpatient and diagnostic 
attendances and the associated future attendances sand replaces the previous 
outpatient CDS) 

 
Extracts: 

 Admitted Patient Care 

 Elective Admission List 

 Outpatients 

 Future Outpatients 

 Accident & Emergency 

 Community Care 
 
The following data flows are included within the s251 support: 
 

 Commissioning data sets from SUS or HES 

 Payment by Results data sets from SUS 

 Independent sector activity (NHS commissioned) 

 Breastfeeding at delivery status 

 National Cancer Waiting Times Monitoring data set 

 Paediatric critical care data set 

 Pathology data set 

 Radiology data set 

 ASI measures for stroke treatment 

 Referrals data 

 Choose and Book referrals data 

 National and Local Ambulance Data Sets 

 Urgent Care Data Sets (inc walk-in centres, out of hours, Ambulance) 

 Community Health data set 

 Continuing Healthcare data set 

 Home equipment loans 

 Chronic Disease self-management programme 
 
The section 251 support is conditional upon regular reports to the Confidentiality Advisory 
Group (CAG) to demonstrate the steps being taken to avoid the use of personal confidential 
data including improving upon the position of using weakly pseudonymised data. 
 
NHS England is going to be working with CSUs and the HSCIC Data Service for 
Commissioners Regional Officers to look at how business processes can be changed to 
reduce the need for personal confidential data. 



 

 

 

 

 
This section 251 support only covers data flowing from the HSCIC to commissioning 
organisations.  
 
Provider organisations can flow locally agreed commissioning data sets to the HSCIC Data 
Service for Commissioners Regional Office’s. 
 
This section 251 support: 

 does not cover the data to flow from providers to Accredited Safe Havens 

 does not cover the flow of data from GP surgeries in support of risk stratification 

 does not cover invoice checking. 
 
We will continue to provide advice and guidance on this issue as it develops and will shortly 
be providing some specific FAQ’s.   

 


